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Food for Thought: “”Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises.” Psalm 98:4

Why is it that we do not obey God’s word, when He is asking, to telling us to make joyful noise when we are before His holy presence? If I were to make a joyful noise to the Lord, will I be shunned or asked politely to keep quiet? What do you think? 

We are often caught up in the trappings of our upbringing by our human parents that we do not even allow for our heavenly Father to speak to our hearts. Jesus asked his followers, “Do you love me?” God asks us today, are you following my Son Jesus? Jesus said, “IF any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” Matthew 16:24. 

David Chai, Associate for Asian-American Leadership says, “Christian leadership is followership.” A good Christian leader is measured by the way he or she follows Jesus. For Chai, “Followership” is demanding and all-consuming. 

Our own John Calvin knew that leadership belonged to Christ, and that pastors were among the sheep that belonged to the flock of the Good Shepherd. Calvin writes as follows: “We are not our own: let not our reason nor our will, therefore, sway our plans and deeds. We are not our own, let us therefore not set it as our goal to seek what is expedient for us according to the flesh. We are not our own; in so far as we can, let us therefore forget ourselves and all that is ours. Conversely, we are God’s: let us therefore live for him and die for him. We are God’s let his wisdom and will therefore rule all our actions. We are God’s let all the parts of our life accordingly strive toward him as our only lawful goal.” 

I belong to God. He demonstrated that fact in sending Jesus for the benefit of all humanity. When I look at God and can say, “Lord, I love your smile. In my time of need I can turn and say, “Father, I need your peace.” When I rest assured whether awake or asleep that He’s watching over me and I “Smile, because He love me.” 

Because we are God’s our lives can strive toward service to God that overflows into all that we do in life form service to people near and far, to helping during the fellowship luncheons, workdays, “Angle Food” distribution attending family movie nights, etc. All this leads to an exercise of leadership in the church that understands itself as grateful discipleship in service to the Church’s Lord. The person that is a Christian feels within that it is God who he or she has to deal with throughout her or his life and no other. I therefore exhort all of you, starting with myself, make a joyful noise as you praise God and give yourself to Him through your stewardship or time, talents, monies and commitment…

Say it with me, I love you God, I love you God… I’m in love with you my God. 

I give it all up to my Jesus!

In Christian Love,

Rev. Pedro A. Rivera











NON-PROFIT ORG


US POSTAGE


PAI


SOTH L, FL


PERMIT 806











